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possession of it, by not answering the end proposed, must break up the
plans they had so foolishly gone upon, and either oblige them to form
a new one, for which their present strength is not sufficient, or to give
over the attempt.
We never had so small an army to fight against, nor so fair an op-
portunity of final success as now. The death wound is already given.
The day is ours if we follow it up. The enemy, by his situation, is within
our reach, and by his reduced strength is within our power. The min-
isters of Britain may rage as they please, but our part is to conquer
their armies. Let them wrangle and welcome, but let it not draw our
attention from the one thing needful. Here, in this spot is our own busi-
ness to be accomplished, our felicity secured. What we have now to do
is as clear as light, and the way to do it is as straight as a line. It needs
not to be commented upon, yet, in order to be perfectly understood I
will put a case that cannot admit of a mistake.
Had the armies under generals Howe and Burgoyne been united, and
taken post at Germantown, and had the northern army under general
Gates been joined to that under general Washington, at Whitemarsh,
the consequence would have been a general action; and if in that action
we had killed and taken the same number of officers and men, that is,
between nine and ten thousand, with the same quantity of artillery, arms,
stores, etc. as have been taken at the northward, and obliged general
Howe with the remains of his army, that is, with the same number he
now commands, to take shelter in Philadelphia, we should certainly
have thought ourselves the greatest heroes in the world; and should, as
soon as the season permitted, have collected together all the force of
the continent and laid siege to the city, for it requires a much greater
force to besiege an enemy in a town than to defeat him in the field. The
case now is just the same as if it had been produced by the means I have
here supposed. Between nine and ten thousand have been killed and
taken, all their stores are in our possession, and general Howe, in con-
sequence of that victory, has thrown himself for shelter into Phila-
delphia. He, or his trifling friend Galloway, may form what pretences
they please, yet no just reason can be given for their going into winter
quarters so early as the 19th of October, but their apprehensions of a
defeat if they continued out, or their conscious inability of keeping the
field with safety. I see no advantage which can arise to America by hunt-
ing the enemy from state to state. It is a triumph without a prize, and
wholly unworthy the attention of a people determined to conquer.
Neither can any state promise itself security while the enemy remains